Sir,

Globally, road traffic injuries have been acknowledged as one of the predominant causes accounting for the deaths of millions of people, disability, impaired quality of life, catastrophic expenditures, and reduced productivity.\[[@ref1]\] In fact, every year close to 1.25 million people die owing to road traffic accidents worldwide while another 20--50 million individuals are exposed to nonfatal injuries/disabilities.\[[@ref2]\] Further, road traffic injuries have been identified as the most common cause of death among young people in the age-group of 15--29 years, and almost 90% of the overall deaths are being reported from low and middle-income nations.\[[@ref1][@ref2]\]

Even though road traffic injuries are preventable, they were never prioritized in the global health agenda for decades together.\[[@ref3]\] In fact, by adhering to basic preventive measures such as wearing a good quality helmet, seat-belt, and using infant seats, a significant reduction in the risk of mortality can be achieved in the event of a crash.\[[@ref2][@ref4]\] Despite, all this confirmatory evidence, \<50 nations worldwide have a mandatory law to encourage wearing of helmets, while only 53 nations have a child restraint law in place.\[[@ref4]\] On a similar note, only 13% of the global population are residing in those regions which have a restriction on the speed limits.\[[@ref4]\]

Acknowledging the magnitude of the problem, its universal distribution, and higher rates of mortality among the vulnerable road users, the United Nations declared the current decade as a Decade of Action for Road Safety (2011--2020).\[[@ref1]\] The ultimate aim was to save the lives of millions of people by bringing about an improvement in the safety of roads and vehicles, making road users more responsible, and expanding the reach of emergency services.\[[@ref1][@ref4]\] Further, the recently adopted sustainable development goals have also set a target to reduce the number of deaths attributed to road traffic injuries by 50% by the year 2020.\[[@ref2]\]

To gauge the progress toward road safety, the findings of a recently released report by the World Health Organization have suggested that despite an increase in the number of vehicles worldwide, the number of road traffic deaths has stabilized.\[[@ref4]\] The recent trend clearly suggests that strategies for road safety (viz., improvement in legislations, stringent enforcement, making roads and vehicles safer, etc.,) has delivered encouraging outcome, nevertheless, the rate of progress is extremely slow.\[[@ref4]\] Further, protection of road users has emerged as a major concern as the risk of death in a road traffic crash is predominantly determined by the place of accident and adherence to the safety measures.\[[@ref4][@ref5]\] In fact, it has been identified that close to fourth-fifth of the vehicles sold worldwide fail to meet basic safety standards, which is a real threat to the lives of road users.\[[@ref2]\]

On a positive note, a number of nations are implementing measures to make the road safer by enforcing laws pertaining to a motorcycle helmet, child restraints, seatbelts, drink -- driving, and speed.\[[@ref2]\] The success obtained in most of the developed nations reflect that road traffic injuries can be prevented, provided the program managers are committed enough to act in a holistic manner by involving all the concerned sectors.\[[@ref2][@ref3]\] At the same time, the utility of proper planning by incorporation of road safety measures, designing of safer infrastructure/safe vehicles; improving postcrash responses, and implementing measures to encourage healthy road user behavior through public awareness and enforcement of appropriate laws, can deliver sustainable results.\[[@ref1][@ref2][@ref3][@ref4][@ref5]\]

To conclude, the deaths attributed to road traffic injuries are a major public health concern worldwide, and it is high time that all stakeholders should prioritize it and work in a concerted manner to improve the road safety standards and reduce the risk of deaths among road users.
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